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       Media Release 26 September 2011
                    APA and Literature Board Announce 2012 Residential Editorial Program
The Australian Publishers Association (APA) and the Literature Board of the Australia Council for the Arts today affirmed their ongoing commitment to Australian editing by calling for applications for the seventh biennial Residential Editorial Program, to take place at Varuna, the Writers’ House, in Katoomba, NSW on 7–12 May 2012. This intensive, five-day program offers mid-career editors an exceptional opportunity to develop their literary editing skills with highly respected industry practitioners. More than seventy editors have participated to date, and all have confirmed an increased confidence and significant improvement in their work. 
The Literature Board’s Chair, Dr Dennis Haskell, said, ‘In supporting the Residential Editorial Program the Literature Board of the Australia Council is investing in our talented pool of editors. The REP is an invaluable opportunity for Australian editors who are at critical stages of their career and it has had outstanding results over the years, both for editors and writers.’ 
Maree McCaskill, Chief Executive Officer of the Australian Publishers Association, agreed. ‘The Residential Editorial Program, part of Professional Development at the APA, has an enviable reputation among editors. This intensive and challenging week-long program is designed to develop, enhance and broaden high-level editorial skills in the participants. In looking back at the seventy-two editors that have graduated from the REP since 1999, it is gratifying to know that a wealth of talent is still contributing to the critical success of the Australian book industry.’  
Industry support is also strong, with publishing houses making generous financial contributions, while those involved, both participants and presenters, have universally applauded it. Alexandra Nahlous, Beatrice Davis Editorial Fellowship recipient 2009, and REP participant and presenter 2010: ‘I think REP is an extraordinary program that gives editors a unique opportunity to hone their craft with the industry’s best mentors. It was the most reinvigorating and rewarding experience, which gave me the skills and confidence to pursue the type of editing work I wanted to do.’ 
The mentors for the REP 2012 are Jo Jarrah, Jacqueline Kent and Roberta Ivers. Participants will be selected by an organising committee chaired by Meredith Rose (Penguin Group Australia) and comprising Meredith Curnow (Random House Australia), Madonna Duffy (University of Queensland Press), Nicola O’Shea (freelance), Tegan Morrison (HarperCollins Publishers Australia), Dee Read (APA), Nicola Evans (Literature Board of the Australia Council for The Arts) and Robyn Sheahan-Bright (Program Manager). 
The closing date for applications is 9 January 2012. 
Guidelines and application forms are available from the APA website, or by contacting Robyn Sheahan-Bright, Program Manager, on (07) 4972 9760 or at rsheahan@tpg.com.au 

